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Identify and describe the one best example of “closing the loop” from Step 0. Briefly document the
following (in 1 or 2 sentences each):

1. The name of the program of study (e.g., Accounting).

The program of study within music is the “approved major ensemble” requirement for the
Bachelor of Science in Education (Music Education) degree.

2. The exact wording of the specific PLO identified as a challenge.

Students should comprehend and apply the central concepts that emphasize the elements,
principles, and cultural contexts of music and how to prepare themselves to be performers,
teachers, church musicians, and music industry professionals.

3. A brief summary of the evidence used to identify the PLO as a challenge.

The music unit identified the Bachelor of Science in Education (Music Education) program
learning outcome in this document as a challenge at the primary and secondary music ensemble
levels. Music Education majors are required to be experienced and capable of directing/teaching
both choir and band as the Ohio Educators Licensure Standards for Multi-Age Music standards
require. Please see the table at the end of this document (Standard 1. Candidates are
accomplished music performers, items 1.4, 1.5., and 1.6). To summarize, before the 2019-20
academic year, music education majors were not required to take a secondary music ensemble.
They focused most of their music ensemble credits on one ensemble (i.e., choir or band) and a
secondary instrument, not an ensemble.

4. The specific action steps taken to address the challenge.

With institutional approval during the 2019-2022 academic year, music education majors are
required to participate in an approved major ensemble (i.e., University Chorale, Chamber Choir
– Amplified, Pioneer Spirit Marching Band, or Symphonic Band) each semester until they are
enrolled in and experiencing their student teaching semester.  Music majors who have completed
the four-hour minimum requirement for the major ensemble are not excluded from ensemble
participation but must register and participate in these ensembles. The newly approved secondary
ensemble requirement in 2019-20 was an essential curricular addition because our music
education majors must teach in an instrumental and choral environment.  This opportunity



encourages educational music-making experiences and prepares them for their vocational calling
and future teaching responsibilities.

5. An evaluation of whether or not the action has resulted in improvement to student learning with
respect to the specific PLO identified as a challenge.

While early, students pursuing the Bachelor of Science in Education (Music Education) have
focused their studies on the extensive and specialized training needed to become competent and
successful vocal and instrumental music teachers in public and private schools.

6. The processes that are in place to maintain and monitor the effectiveness of the action steps.

The advising process and BSE (Music Education) degree requirements make this a necessary and
effective way to improve student learning and ensure appropriate educational experiences before
job placement.

7. Ways in which the challenge has informed departmental strategic planning, budgeting, and
expenditures.

Having the BSE (Music Education) majors enroll in these major music ensembles encourages
stable enrollment. More importantly, the PLO for students should enable the central music
concepts that emphasize the elements, principles, and cultural contexts of music and how to
prepare themselves to be performers, teachers, church musicians, and music industry
professionals.

List the two programs of study included in this assessment cycle (from Step 1). Music offers two degrees
at Malone University.

1. Bachelor of Arts (Music)
2. Bachelor of Science in Education (Music Education)




