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College might feel like it’s a long way off, but with a little 
advanced planning it doesn’t have to be a source of stress 
for you and your family. The purpose of this guide is to 
help you think through the process by breaking down your 
first big life decision into manageable steps. Applying for 
college can actually be fun! When you pick the college or 
university that is the best fit for you, you will have a college 
experience that is rewarding and meaningful. 

No matter who you are, you are welcome at Malone.  
We want to walk with you through the college planning 
process and support you along the way.
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FRESHMAN YEAR 
> Pick your curriculum. Good grades are important 

for the admission process, but it is also important 
to take classes that challenge you. Consider testing 
into advanced classes if you have not already been 
placed in them. Your school counselor can help you 
plan a class schedule that shows your ambition in the 
classroom. 

> Extracurricular activities — get involved! Colleges 
are looking for well-rounded students who take 
initiative and have varied interests. Join a club, get a 
part-time job, be a volunteer … this is a great way to 
develop your interests.  

> Prepare for applications. Begin a running list of 
accomplishments, awards and other recognition to 
include on college applications. 

> Listen and improve. Learn from your teachers’ 
constructive criticism of your work, apply their 
suggestions next time, repeat. You will be amazed  
at how fast the quality of your work improves.



SOPHOMORE YEAR 
> Chart out your classes. Look ahead to the classes you 

want to take during junior and senior year, and plan 
accordingly for any prerequisites you’ll need.

> Big versus small? Any idea if you want to go to a 
small college or a large university? This is a great way 
to start narrowing your focus. Start making a list of 
what you’re looking for in a college experience and 
search online for schools that match your desires. Try 
a few summer visit programs… like Malone’s annual 
Pioneer Picnic!

> New email address. It would be a good idea to create 
an email address specifically for your college search. 
Firstname.lastname@emailserviceprovider.com is a 
polished, professional approach to take, and keeps your 
college communication from getting lost elsewhere. Get 
in the habit of checking this account often.

> Start practicing standardized tests. Talk with your 
school counselor about which standardized test is 
the best fit for you. The ACT and the SAT both offer 
practice options that can help you prepare to take the 
test next year. Early practice will calm your nerves and 
let you know what to expect when the real test comes 
around. 



JUNIOR YEAR 
> Start to think about your major. Most high school students 

aren’t sure what career they want to pursue, and that’s okay! 
Ask your school counselor if career assessments could 
be helpful because they would highlight your strongest 
skill sets. (Did you know that Malone’s Academic Summer 
Camps program is a great way to “test drive” some of our 
academic programs? Check them out at www.malone.edu/
summercamps!)

> VISIT! Now is the time to start visiting the colleges on your 
interest list. Most admission offices, including Malone, 
invite juniors for personalized and group visits. Schedule 
your Malone visit at www.malone.edu/visit. Visiting during 
spring or summer break is good; visiting while the campus 
is alive and busy is best. Make sure you are following social 
media accounts for the schools you are excited about. 

> Take the SAT or ACT. If you take your standardized test(s) in 
the spring of your junior year, you have time to retake it for 
a better score before applications are due. When you take 
some of the pressure off, you are more likely to be relaxed 
and at your very best.  

> Identify scholarship opportunities. By senior year, you 
should be deep into your scholarship search, so start 
looking now.  



SENIOR YEAR 
> Retake the SAT, ACT or subject tests if needed. Both  

have registration deadlines approximately one month 
before each test. 

> Submit college applications. Most college applications 
can be submitted after September 1. Take your time when 
completing them: use proper spelling and grammar, 
and have an adult look over your work when you are 
done. Consider applying by Thanksgiving to avoid the 
saturation of applications colleges experience prior to 
regular deadlines in January. (Malone’s priority deadline is 
November 1.)

> Solidify your finances. Continue your search for 
scholarships and submit your Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) by visiting fafsa.ed.gov after October 
1. Malone’s $32,000 Guarantee makes a quality private 
education competitive with a public institution price!  
www.malone.edu/scholarships

Resources
National Association for College Admission Counseling:
www.nacacnet.org/studentinfo/Pages/Default.aspx
The College Board: bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
ACT: www.act.org/path/parent/college/all.html
U.S. Department of Education- Federal Student Aid:
studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#funding
FastWeb: www.fastweb.com


