
 
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M U S I C  

MUS 220 – 05: Marching / Symphonic Band 
Fall 2017 | TWH 4:00pm-5:30pm | Johnson Center 120  

 
 
Mr. Malcolm Jones, director  
Office Phone: 330.471.8219 | JC 120k 
E-Mail: majones@malone.edu  
 
Mr. Jeffrey Huston, assistant director 
Office Phone: 330.471.8659 | JC 120J 
E-Mail: jhuston@malone.edu 
 
Office Hours: Open-door or by appointment. 
 
Course Description 
 

The Malone University Pioneer Spirit Marching Band (PSMB) and Malone University Symphonic Band are 
the two primary instrumental ensembles at Malone University. The PSMB is a staple tradition alongside 
Pioneer football - a corps-style band that performs pregame and halftime shows and cheers on the team 
in the stands at all home football games. The University Symphonic Band performs at Christmas At 
Malone at the end of the fall semester. 

 
Goals, Mission Statement, and Academic Objectives 

 
The following goals are the goals of the Malone University Bands: 

 Provide professional music training to student musicians, regardless of major or career 
aspirations. 

 Encounter a wide range of musical opportunities, through varied ensemble offerings and 
diverse repertoire choices. 

 Connect through a variety of musical activities and network with colleagues and professionals 
on campus and in the community. 

 Support the Malone community through an active campus presence that displays Malone’s 
dedication to the fine arts.  

 Develop professional skills through student-involved organizational leadership and a high 
standard of professionalism. 

 Integrate faith and learning, through the study of music and leadership in relation to a Christian 
Worldview.  

 
Mission Statement: The primary goal of Malone’s instrumental ensembles is to strive for the highest 
performance standard while maintaining a welcoming and spirited environment for students. 

 
Academic Objectives: Ensemble participation will encourage the development of the following musical 
skills and/or techniques: 

 Proficiency in various technical areas such as articulation, breathing, phrasing, and intonation 

 Basic understanding of music theory concepts such scales, arpeggios, and chord building/tuning 

 Practice skills that facilitate personal growth and and improvement on one’s instrument 
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Materials & Handbook 
 

Students are expected to keep and maintain proper supplies for rehearsal and performance. This 
includes reeds, valve, slide oil/grease, cork grease, lyre, flip folder, and pencil.  Some supplies may be 
made available for purchase in the band room (typically at discounted prices). 
 
Students are not required to purchase any course text. Rather, The Malone University Bands Handbook 
has been compiled to provide all necessary information related to participation in the MU bands. You 
may think of this as a small (< 50 pages) course text containing information on the history and tradition 
of the band, marching fundamentals, basic rules and policies, and much more. This “textbook” will last 
your entire time at Malone and will not cost you anything.  
 
The MU Bands handbook will be posted and regularly updated on Charms (see “Charms Office 
Assistant”). While students may not need to read the book cover to cover, students are responsible to 
follow all rules and policies contained within it. 

 
Uniform & Concert Attire 
 

Marching band uniforms and concert attire will be provided by the department. Students will be 
responsible for dry-cleaning of concert attire. Minor alterations may be done by the band uniform 
managers. ONE dress or tuxedo will be provided per student. Replacement items may be ordered at 
student expense. Marching band uniforms will remain property of the department. 

 
A complete guide to the marching band uniform and symphonic band concert attire may be found in the 
MU bands handbook. 

 
Rehearsals 
 

All scheduled rehearsals are mandatory. Members will be notified in advance if a rehearsal is cancelled. 
If classes are canceled due to holidays, breaks, or severe weather, it may be assumed that rehearsal will 
also be canceled unless communicated otherwise by the director. 
 
Students are expected to be in their seat, with their instrument assembled and ready to warm up, at the 
scheduled start of rehearsal. This means that you should be in the band room at least five minutes 
before the scheduled start of rehearsal to be prepared. We understand that sometimes, due to class 
schedules, this punctuality may be difficult. The faculty are currently exploring solutions to alleviate class 
conflicts with musical ensembles. Nevertheless, students should be as punctual and prepared as 
possible. If there is an issue, please contact the director and we will look for a solution. 

 
Attention, Posture, and Electronic Devices 

 
Students are expected to be actively engaged during rehearsals. To maintain a high standard of 
performance, students must be attentive and hear all instructions from the director, even if they do not 
pertain directly to your instrument. This means refraining from socializing while the director(s) or 
student leadership are on the podium and keeping electronic devices on silent and put away (not on 
your stand). 
   
Students should also refrain from playing their instruments when the director is working with the band 
(this goes for all instrument sections). If you need to practice a passage, you may do it outside of 
rehearsal time. As with material in an academic class, you are expected to know your part to receive a 
grade, but that may require outside effort.  
 



 
 

If a faculty member or student leader sees your phone out and in use for any purpose other than a 
tuner, or if you are disruptive to the rehearsal by talking or playing when you should not be, your 
participation grade for that rehearsal will be deducted. 
 
Additionally, a significant factor in a student’s performance is their posture. As collegiate performers, 
students are expected to maintain proper posture during rehearsals and performances. Failure to do so 
will be result in a deduction from the student’s participation grade.  
 

Evaluation & Practice 
 

The Malone University Bands strive towards a standard of excellence. All students will be graded on 
music memorization (PSMB), part markings (in pencil), and ability to play select passages on their 
instrument (Symphonic Band). Some pieces will be easier than others, but some may require legitimate 
practice outside of rehearsal. Repertoire selected will challenge students and encourage their growth as 
musicians, but will always be within the realm of playability. Private teachers and practice facilities are 
available, and your section leader will be happy to help you if you are having difficulty. 
 
Music memorization for marching band will be checked by your section leaders, who will report to the 
field commander. Required music is expected to be memorized one week prior to our first performance 
(September 23rd). In symphonic band, students may be assigned specific passages based on instrument 
that will be assessed (methods TBD – possibly electronically through Charms Office Assistant). 
 
While practice is necessary, it is not meant to add stress to your life or overshadow assignments from 
other courses. If you are having difficulty with a passage or with your instrument, do not be afraid to talk 
to an upperclassman, section leader, or a faculty member. They will be glad to help you!  
 

Attendance & Participation (Grading) 
 

Attendance and participation will account for 50% of the student’s grade, with part knowledge, 
memorization (when applicable), and practice/outside effort will account for the other 50%. Grades will 
be divided into two grading periods for the fall (marching and symphonic/Christmas seasons) and will be 
posted on Charms (see “Charms Office Assistant”). 

 
We are not a complete ensemble, in rehearsal or performance, without each member present as well as 
actively engaged and attentive. If students follow the “Attention, Posture, and Electronic Devices” 
policy, participation grades should be an easy “A” towards their grade. 

 
Attendance will be monitored and recorded by the band secretary. If you have a class conflict that will 
make you miss part or all of a rehearsal regularly, you must have the conflict approved by the director 
(in writing). Students will rarely be excused from performances, but if the need to miss a performance 
arises, you must discuss it with the director.  
 
Excused absences are limited to illness or family emergency – however you must contact the director for 
the absence to be excused. An unexcused absence will result in loss of participation points for that 
rehearsal. Every 2 tardies (more than five minutes late to rehearsal) will constitute 1 unexcused 
absence. 3 unexcused absences will be permitted without penalty. Exceeding 3 unexcused absences will 
result in the following: 

 4-5 Absences – lowering of the cumulative grade by one letter grade, in addition to lost 
participation points, for each absence; dismissal from the ensemble at director discretion 

 6 Absences – failure of the course and guaranteed dismissal from the ensemble 

PLAYING TEST TBA 



 
 
Band Camp and Fellowship 
 

Band camp begins Sunday, August 13th and runs until the conclusion of our performance during 
Freshmen Orientation on Wednesday, August 23th. Band camp participation is required for participation 
in the Pioneer Spirit Marching Band. During camp, marching fundamentals will be addressed, pregame 
and halftime shows will be learned, and other preparations for football season will be made including 
bonding as an ensemble.  
 
Students are expected to arrive to band camp with everything they will need – instrument, supplies, etc. 
(unless borrowing from the university). Students are also expected to access their music from the 
“Handouts” section of Charms Office Assistant (see below) prior to camp. Students should print their 
parts as directed in the music instructions posted in Charms and be familiar with their parts upon arrival 
at camp (music need not be memorized upon arrival).  
 
Throughout band camp, we will hold numerous social/fellowship activities. These events, unless 
specified otherwise, are required. They are not meant to be a burden, but to serve to help the band 
bond as a musical family and get to know the colleagues with whom you will be rehearsing and 
performing throughout the season and the academic year. 
 
A copy of this document, as well as other band-related information, can be found on Charms Office 
Assistant (see below). 
 

Charms Office Assistant 
 

The Malone University Bands uses Charms Office Assistant to meet the logistical needs of the program. 
Charms is a cloud-based browser client that helps faculty and student leadership to maintain student 
information, communicate via email, news posts, and uploaded files, maintain a public calendar of 
events and rehearsals, and much, much more. Grades will be entered in Charms (visible only to the 
faculty) and part checks for symphonic band may be conducted using Charms’ recording feature. Charms 
will become an invaluable resource to you during your time in the Malone University Bands 
 
To access Charms Office Assistant: 

 Go to www.charmsoffice.com 

 Hover over the Login button and click on Parents/Students/Members 

 The Malone bands’ school code is: maloneband 

 By default, your Student Area will be your six-digit student ID 
o If you do not know your student ID, it may be found on Malone Xpress, under the 

“Student” tab. 

 If you are logging in for the first time, Charms will require you to change your password. For 
your security, we strongly recommend making your new password your last name followed by 
your student ID (ie. smith123456). 

o This ensures that you have a password that is easy to remember but still difficult to 
guess, as only you should have access to your student ID. Staff cannot see this 
password. 

 Additional information about band camp, as well as any other files (such as this year’s music) 
can be accessed under the “Handouts” tab after you have logged in. 

 
If you have any difficulty with Charms or need your password reset, please contact the band’s assistant 
librarian, Joshua Loar, at jcloar1@malone.edu.  
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Performance Dates  
 

MARCHING BAND 
 
The PSMB performs at all home Malone football games. Additionally, we will also perform at Freshman 
orientation on the morning of Wednesday August 23th. At this time, however, we do not have a high 
school exhibition show scheduled for this year. If a show is added, it will be on either the night of an 
existing game day or an open Saturday. If a show is added with short notice, participation will be 
expected but exceptions may be made with proper cause at the discretion of the director; a show will 
not be added after band camp if we cannot verify full participation.  

 
All home games, as follows, are required performances. Call time for the morning of games will be 
officially determined at a later time but you may expect that we will have game-day rehearsals. Call 
times may be adjusted for campus rallies or alumni events, such as for homecoming on October 14th. 

 
Date Versus Call Time Game Time 
 

SEPTEMBER 
   

September 23rd Missouri S&T Miners TBA 3:00pm 
September 30th Ohio Dominican Panthers TBA 7:30pm 

OCTOBER    

October 14th  Kentucky Wesleyan Panthers (Homecoming!) TBA 12:00pm 
October 26th Findlay Oilers (Thursday Night Game!) TBA 7:00pm 

 

November    
November 11th  Walsh cavaliers (Veterans Day) TBA 1:00pm 

 
SYMPHONIC BAND 
 
Starting towards the end of football season, we will slowly transition to Symphonic Band rehearsals. 
Symphonic Band’s fall performances include two nights of Christmas at Malone. In addition to the two 
evening performances, there will be two extended rehearsals with the other musical groups performing 
at CAM. The following will be required rehearsals/performances: 
 
Date Event Time 
 

REHEARSAL 
 

  

Monday – 12/4 Tech Rehearsal 7-9pm 
Thursday – 12/7 Dress Rehearsal 4:30-7pm 

 

PERFORMANCE 
 

 
  

Friday – 12/8 CAM Night 1 7:30pm       *Call Time – 6:30pm* 
Saturday – 12/9 CAM Night 2 7:30pm       *Call Time – 6:30pm* 

 
If you have a class conflict with with any of these dates/times you will be excused by the provost. If you 
feel that you cannot miss a class, exam, or lab session, or if your professor has an issue with you missing 
the session(s), you must discuss the issue with Mr. Jones. 
 
The faculty reserve the right to modify this document as deemed necessary during band camp/the semester. 
A list of second-semester time commitments will be provided during the first week of January classes or earlier.  


